
BEULAH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
August 30, 2026 ~ 14th Sunday After Pentecost 

“The High Priestly Prayer” 

 
PRELUDE       “Contemplation on ‘Hanson Place’”             arr. Gregg Sewell  

 
GREETING & WELCOME          Pastor Rev. Jose Luis Casal 
Good morning! Dear friends, today we will study one of the more important prayers of the Bible: 

the prayer of Jesus for his disciples and for all who will believe through His word. The Prayer of 

John 17 is considered as The High Priestly Prayer of the Scripture. It was created by Jesus and 

represents a model on how to initiate a conversation with Jesus. Jesus establishes the reason for 

this prayer is to reveal God “to those whom you gave me.” The prayer comes immediately before 

His arrest, showing that His mission was complete and His focus shifted to intercession for His 

followers. John 17 shows that Jesus’ mission was not only to save but also to establish a 

community of believers united in truth and love. With this in mind, let us start our investigation 

into this wonderful prayer that was pronounced for all of us. 

 
*HYMN    “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand”        #331 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 
Holy Father, you gave us your Son and invited us to be one with Him as you and he are one. 

We come to worship, seeking the unity and love that Jesus prayed for. 
Jesus has glorified you on earth and finished the work you gave him to do. 

We rejoice in your faithfulness and commit ourselves to your will. 
Let us lift our hearts in gratitude, trusting that your Spirit binds us together. 

May our worship honor your name and draw us closer to one another in Christ’s 

love. 
Help us to unite our spirits to you, help us to feel your presence, the presence of our triune God. 

All: We gather in the name of Jesus, who prays that we may be one, that God’s 

glory may dwell among us, and that we may live in unity and love. Amen. 

 
*OPENING PRAYER ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 
Heavenly Father, we come before You today with hearts lifted to the One who prayed in the 

Garden of Gethsemane and on the cross — Jesus, your Beloved Son. In the mystery of His death 

and resurrection, you have revealed Your glory and invited us into the unity of all that is holy. 

Lord, meet us here today, O Unity, and teach us to be one — one in love for each other, one in 

understanding with all who find in Jesus the Way to You, and one in peace with all who seek 

Your truth. We remember Your prayer for Himself, for the disciples, and for all who would 

believe through their testimony. May the Holy Spirit, whom You promised, dwell in us and in 

our midst, guiding our minds, hearts, and purposes to be one. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

whose fervent prayer was ever: “May they all be one.” Amen. 

 



*RESPONSE        “You Belong to Christ”         #492 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION ~ I John 2:1,2 ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 
Jesus said, “My prayer is that you protect them from the evil one.” With this in mind, let us 

confess our sins through the Prayer of Confession in our bulletin… 

 
ALTERNATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 
Heavenly Father, you have chosen us for a purpose — that we might bear lasting fruit for Your 

Kingdom. 
You call us to walk humbly before You and to share in the struggle with the least of 

these, yet we have failed to live up to this call. 
When the church becomes the center of our world and we fail to see beyond its walls, forgive us.   

When our eyes become so fixed on priorities of our own making that we fail to look 

for Jesus in the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the 

imprisoned, forgive us. 
When we praise You with our lips yet fail to reach out with acts of loving care, justice, and 

mercy, forgive us. 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves; but if we confess our sins, He who is 

faithful and just will forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Lord, as You are in Jesus and Jesus is in You, may we also be in one another, so that the world 

may believe that You have sent Him. 
We confess our fear of difference, our pride, and our divisions — forgive us and 

make us fully one. Renew our minds, rekindle our hearts, and guide us by Your 

Holy Spirit into the oneness that is Your will. 
We are free indeed, for in Christ we are one, and in Christ we are set free. 

Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON          Pastor Rev. Jose Luis Casal 
Sisters and brothers, God is at work in us and with us! The glory that God has manifested in 

Jesus Christ is given to us even now so that we may live and love as one, for in Christ, we are 

one. The promise of God is to guard the lives of the faithful and rescue us from the hand of 

anything that binds us and separates us from God and one another. Because God’s love manifests 

in Jesus Christ, “the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” sets 

us free. We are free indeed!  Amen. 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE  (Please stand in body or in spirit)            Pastor Rev. Jose Luis Casal 
The peace of God be with you. 

And also, with you. 
Let us share that peace with one another while we sing Glory to God. 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 



THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED 

 
A TIME WITH ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 
Children’s message ~ Aly Mohn 

Children are invited to come to the front to hear the message.  

They are also invited to participate in activities at the Prayground in the back of the sanctuary. 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 
Almighty and gracious God, open our eyes to see the wonders of Your Word, and give us grace 

to clearly understand and freely choose the way of Your wisdom. In the light of John 17, let us 

hear the depth of Christ’s prayer for unity, for the Father’s glory, and for the eternal life He 

offers. May the Holy Spirit enlighten our hearts so that we may recognize Your truth, set aside 

worldly attachments, and receive Your Word with joy and obedience. Guide us, O God, by Your 

Word and Spirit, that in Your light we may see light, in Your truth find freedom, and in Your 

will discover peace. Help us to hear with joy what You say today, and to respond in faith, love, 

and service. Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE ~ John 17 ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 
The word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON    “Jesus Pray for Us”                     Pastor Rev. Jose Luis Casal 

 

*HYMN        “Together We Serve”         #767 

 

 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*ALTERNATE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

         (inspired in The Belgic Confession, art. 27) ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 
What do you believe about the Church of Christ? 

We believe and confess one single catholic or universal church - a holy congregation 

and gathering of true Christian believers. 
What binds us all together? 

We await for an entire salvation in Jesus Christ, we are washed by his blood, and 

sanctified and sealed by the Holy Spirit. 
How big is this church? 

This holy church is not confined, bound, or limited to a certain place or certain 

people, but it is spread and dispersed throughout the entire world, though still 

joined and united in heart and will, in one and the same Spirit, by the power of 

faith. Amen. 

 

 

 



PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER                     Pastor Rev. Jose Luis Casal 
Presentation of the names we are praying for… 

Almighty Creator, God who welcomes the crowds and heals those who need to be cured. God 

who takes a little and turns that little into a lot. God who takes the inadequate broken pieces we 

see and turns them into enough. God who uses those broken pieces as instruments of grace. God 

who sees our brokenness and gathers us up for good. To you, O God, we lift up all the 

brokenness, the hurt, and the worry in our community, our city and nation, and our world. 
God, we pray for our neighborhood; for those who are navigating transitions. For those who are 

facing illness in mind, body, and soul. For relationships that are torn or tearing. For the everyday 

anxieties and worries about anything and everything. Be with us, God, comfort us and hold us 

closer. Strengthen and shield us. Give us wisdom and direction. 
God, we pray for our city and our nation. For those who struggle to meet daily needs, who 

struggle to find a safe place to be. For all those impacted by the rain, the winds, and the heat. 

God, heal divisions; turn folks away from violence and give us all guidance. 
God, we pray for the nations of the world. For those who are in the middle of ongoing conflicts. 

For those whose lives are impacted by violence, greed, and pride beyond their control. It’s time 

for peace, God. Cool heads; soften hearts.  
God, we pray for your beautiful creation. Heal the creation and protect it from the hands of 

people without love who have been destroying forests, mountains and rivers. Turn us all toward 

a better way. Heal this broken world. 
God, this morning we lift up not only our brokenness but the places and moments in our lives 

where you have gathered us together. Where your goodness has been shown to us. For the 

kindness of friends. We give you thanks, O God, for so many blessings. 
Lord, we pray for our community, for the names we mentioned at the beginning of this prayer. 

Lord, you know them, heal and comfort them and their families. 
Lord, with thanks and confidence we pray now together using the words Jesus taught us . . .Our 

Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 
INVITATION TO COLLECT THE OFFERINGS ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 
God is the giver of all good things, the one who fashioned each of us with unique gifts that 

together make the Body of Christ whole. In gratitude for all we have received, we offer our lives 

back to God — we share our time, our skills, our money and in so doing, we say “yes” to God’s 

invitation to join the work of His Kingdom here on earth. With this in mind, let us collect our 

offerings… 
Collection of the Offerings 
*Doxology               “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                           #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION ~ Liturgist Dana Gardner 
Bountiful God, all that we can offer you stems from your generosity. May the gifts that we return 

to you become a blessing for your whole community, enriching and empowering us for the work 

to which you call us. Amen. 

 
*HYMN               “Faith Begins by Letting Go”                    #684 

   
*CHARGE AND BLESSING                 Pastor Rev. Jose Luis Casal 

 
*POSTLUDE              “Maestoso in D Minor”              F. Walczynski  

                      CCLI#20544224 & 20544 

 

Go in Peace 

A special word of thanks to all those who helped make this worship service possible. 

It is good to be together! 

 

Remember in Prayer 

Lorna Pierce, Joy Straub, Susan Rock, Sue Kyle, Evelyn Vaughn, Cecelia Casal,  

Bill Anderson, Edie McCaulley, Marlene & Bob LeBlond, Beverly Clark, Peggy Oliver,  

Mary Hockenberry, Verna Williams, Melanie Magruder, 

and all Service Personnel and their families. 

All those who are Care Givers, and all those affected by tragic world events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     Welcome! We warmly greet all who have come to worship God. 
We are so glad that you are here. We hope that joining us for worship today will nurture your 

heart and transform your mind. Here at Beulah our mission is transforming lives through the love 

of Jesus Christ – that simple and that challenging. We realize we need each other and commit to 

pray for each other. We reach out in love and compassion to a world in need, and we know we 

are a work in progress. If you are new to Beulah, we hope you will join us again and consider 

attending any of our mission, fellowship, and education opportunities. God’s peace to you today. 

 

Membership ~ If you are interested in becoming a member or have any questions about 

membership, please speak with Pastor Casal on Sunday mornings or Wednesday afternoons from 

1:00 – 6:30 p.m. 

 

Learn more by visiting us on our website at www.beulahpres.org, and on our Facebook page at 

Beulah Presbyterian Church. 

 

Assisting in worship ~ Pastor Rev. Jose Luis Casal; Music Director/Accompanist Kim 

Karchenes; Liturgist Dana Gardner; Children’s Message Aly Mohn; and Sound Crew, Brent 

Dellacoletta and Jim Harris. 

 

Virtual Ministry ~ Please follow us on our Website www.beulahpres.org, Facebook, 

Instagram@beulah_pres, and YouTube to stay up to date on upcoming events, view previous 

worship services, live stream services, and see what’s happening in the life and ministry of 

Beulah! 

 

Listening Devices ~ The Sanctuary is equipped with Listening Devices for people with hearing 

difficulties. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 

Electronic Devices ~ In the hustle and bustle of getting ourselves ready for church it is easy to 

forget to turn off our cell phones. We offer this gentle reminder to please power off cell phones 

and other electronic devices so that the worship service is not disrupted by them. 

 

Large Print Worship Bulletin ~ If you or someone you know needs a large print bulletin of 

today’s service, please ask one of the ushers and they will assist you.  
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